John Tregurtha Syme Dennis – Rosedale District 1975.

John Dennis was a farmer at Nambrok, near Rosedale in Gippsland. He was a family man, he bred Angus cattle as his main farming activity, and beyond his working life he loved music. As a keen member of the local dramatic society, he enjoyed singing, acting and producing musicals. But his great passion was the Country Fire Authority. He was the original President of the CFA in Region 10 in Gippsland. He was very active locally and he also represented the region at CFA gatherings in Melbourne. It was a central part of his life.
Ever mindful of the need to prevent fires, John Dennis wouldn’t hesitate to investigate if there was any sign of danger. And so it was on the 8th January 1975. A lightning strike had sparked a fire down by the river at a nearby Rosedale property. John raced down the hill to check out what had happened. As he ran back up the hill, his health gave out and he suffered a heart attack. He managed to drive himself to the Rosedale Fire Brigade but he collapsed on arrival and died. He was 47 years old, leaving behind his wife Judith and their three children, all under the age of 12.
John Dennis exemplified the values and community spirit so often shared by members of the CFA. He knew how important it was to keep lives and property safe from fire and he stepped up to take a leadership role, proactive in all firefighting activities in his area. It’s how he lived, and tragically, it’s how he died. But he will be remembered for his substantial contribution to fire prevention during his life. The CFA is proud to be able to include him in their strong community of past and present members.
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