Hugh Neville Monroe		Tatong	 	2010

Hugh Monroe had led a rich and much-loved life in the 62 years before a freak tanker accident brought it all to a sudden, dramatic end in January 2010.
Hugh had spent more than twenty years in the army, completing two tours of duty in Vietnam as an engineer. There wasn’t a vehicle in the army he hadn’t driven, according to a close friend.
Hugh settled in the small tight-knit community of Tolmie in north-eastern Victoria, when he created a loving home and life-long friends. “You couldn’t ask for a better mate” is how one of his friends described him. Others would highlight his love of fishing – he was an outstanding fly fisherman - and he was pretty handy with a pool cue too!
And he was a close family man, married to Kathy for 27 years, raising son Sean and daughter Natalie, who had only recently given birth to Hugh’s first biological grandchild Harley when Hugh died. Hugh built his dream home in Tolmie, creating duck-filled ponds and a tranquil environment for everyone to enjoy. And his stepson Jarrod Hall was also close. It was Jarrod who stepped up as a spokesperson when the rest of the family were in shock and disbelief that Hugh had been taken from them so suddenly.
Hugh Monroe loved the CFA, joining up about ten years before he died. He was a lieutenant at the time of the accident and a highly experienced firefighter in the leadership group. 
It was hard, then, for friends and family to understand what could have happened to cause the tanker to crash on that fateful day – the 10th January 2010. It was early morning and the tanker, with Hugh and four other volunteers on board, was heading to a controlled burn at nearby Lake Mokoan, where fires had been raging for a week. Suddenly, along the Spring Creek Road at Tatong, north of Mansfield, the tanker hit a tree and rolled. Hugh Monroe was trapped inside the vehicle and died at the scene while the four other firefighters were injured - two requiring air ambulance to Melbourne Hospitals while the others were transported by road to the Goulburn Valley Hospital in Shepparton. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Investigators would later try to piece together the causes of that fateful crash. But meanwhile, Hugh Monroe’s death left a gaping hole in Tolmie’s tight community. As his family grieved his sudden passing, and as friends gathered to support them and to mourn the loss of a close mate, there was universal recognition of a tremendous family man and friend, who had died doing something he really loved – helping other people. 
